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Grant to make blg scho_ol small

Federal funds
help Poudre
create anchors

for students

By KEVIN DUGGAN
KevinDuggani@coloradoan.com

In three weeks, the
halls of Poudre High
School are likely to be as
crowded and lively as
EVeEr.

But with the help of a
federal grant, school ad-
ministrators hope to keep
students from getting

swept awa}r in the sea of

humanity by giving them
an adult :a.ncrsma]l groups
within the school to use
as anchors.

Poudre School District
officials Monday re-
ceived a $394904 grant
from the U.S. Department
of Education to imple-
ment “smaller learning
communities” within the
1,900-student school.

The three-year grant
will be used to continue
programs already aimed at
groups of students that
need extra attention, such
as those in special educa-
:gn:ogrdllanguag dhaflg

e, said P
principal Sandra Lundt.

But it also will be used
to broaden the use of
small groups throughout
the school so every PHS
srudg&u is aﬂﬁcted.

Under a pilot program
that will begin with the
fall semester, every s;::?h—
omore will be assigned to
a teacher who will serve
as an adviser and mentor.
Each adviser will be re-
sponsible for about 19 stu-
d?e?:ts, Lundt said.

The adviser will meet
with the student every
week — sometimes individ-
ually, sometimes in a group
— and keep track of how
the student is doing aca-
demically and personally.

EDUCATIONAL BOOST: Poudre High School Principal
Sandra Lundt, right, and Assistant Principal, Athletic Di-
rector and Project Director Rich Yonker, center, thank
Rep. Marilyn Musgrave on Monday after being present-

The small-community
approach is expected to
be especially beneficial to
students who are “in the
middle” and don’t get as
much attention as stu-
dents at the high and low
ends of the academic
scale, Lundt said.

Students in the Imter-
national Baccalaureate
program or in special ed-
ucation are already con-
nected to a strong core of
teachers, she said.

“The kid who walks in
the door and is a B-C stu-
dent or C-D student has a
tendency to get lost,” she
said. “Tt rea]i{als our goal
to give those kids a signif-
icant connection to high
school.”

Research
shows students
who have signifi-
cant adults in their
lives and connections
to  their schools
achieve better aca-
demically, Lundt

The grant does
not include addi-
tional staffing for
the school. But it
will clear the way for
training staff, writing cur-
riculum and planning,
Lundt said.

Eventually, academies
will be formed for stu-
dents in their junior and
senior years built around
areas of interest such as
mathematics, science or
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ed with a $397,904 Smaller Learning Communities
grant at the school. The grant will be used to bolster pro-
grams aimed at students who might need extra atten-

tion and to create small-gr~ -

performing arts.

The grant . was

years in coming as

PHS staff re-

searched the con-

cept and wrote

ggnﬁ requests to

Elacsdon.

Art  teacher

Lorri Fowler,

who helped write

the grant, said

much of what the grant

will fund is already being

done at PHS. But the

funding will make a dif-
ference, she said.

“Tt gives us credibility,
it pays for training, and
there's more accountabili-
ty to make sure we do this
in the timeline we said we

nt of

' ‘=rming opportunities.

would do it,"” she said.

The grant was deliv-
ered to beaming PHS offi-
cials by Rep. Marilyn
Musgrave, R-Colo. As a
former teacher, Musgrave
said she knows many stu-
dents can “fall through the
cracks” at large schools.

The grant will help
school administrators
deal with that problem by
getting students the at-
tention they need, she
said.

“It harkens back to an
earlier day in education
when classes were small-
er and educators had
more time to focus on in-
dividual students,” she
said. “So this grant is
wonderful.”




